
Australasia Digital Communications and Media Forum

2026

Date: 10th - 12th February 2026

Location: Sydney, Australia

Agenda: Tuesday 10 February 2026 - Regional Regulators
Roundtable (Invitation Only)

13:30 - 14:00: Registration & Networking

14:00 - 14:15: Welcome

14:15 - 15:30: Regulatory collaboration in practice: moving to a more horizontal approach for
the digital economy
Australia as a case study

15:30 - 16:00: Networking Break

16:00 - 17:15: International Comparisons 

17:15 - 17:30: Close of roundtable

Agenda: Wednesday 11 February 2026

08:30 - 09:00: Registration & Networking 

09:00 - 09:15: Welcomes

09:15 - 09:45: Keynote



09:45 - 10:45: Comprehensive digital platform regulation – agile rulemaking for the digital
economy
What institutional structures are most effective in addressing the global nature of large platforms and

fostering the development of digital services?

• Update from the ACCC

• Regional comparisons

What parameters should be considered when designating a platform as having significant market power?

• Case studies

10:45 - 11:15: Keynote Conversation

11:15 - 11:45: Networking Break

11:45 - 12:30: Sustainability of news and public interest journalism 
• Findings from the Australian News Bargaining Incentive consultation

• Sustainable business models in the context of changing consumer behaviours, advertising trends, the

threats of mis- and disinformation and the impacts of AI

• Debating the efficacy of current and potential policy and regulatory interventions

12:30 - 13:15: Local content and prominence in the age of connected TV: from principle to
measurable practice
• How are regulators and industry addressing the challenge? What specific actions are being taken, and

what frameworks are being developed or revised to ensure that prominence is measured and maintained

in a fair and transparent way that protect both audience choice and content diversity?

• What are the next steps for ensuring equitable media exposure across platforms?

13:15 - 14:00: Networking Lunch

14:15 - 15:30: Online protection of children and adolescents 
• Implementation update: Australia’s new U16 online access ban

• Comparison with international approaches to online safety

• Regulatory and enforcement challenges

• Comparing standards and enforcement practices for age verification and content moderation

• Effectiveness of tools for parental control and shared responsibility

• Concrete examples of good practices internationally

15:30 - 16:00: Networking Break

16:00 - 16:45: Privacy in an AI world
• The feasibility of maintaining meaningful privacy in an AI-driven environment

• Update on latest tranche of privacy reforms in Australia – objectives, timelines, advice for those drafting



their laws, comparisons regionally and internationally

• How can regulation balance innovation with strong protections for individuals?

16:45 - 17:30: Copyright & AI 
• Assessing whether copyright is the right tool to govern training of generative AI models

• Considering other tools such as competition law and transparency requirements

17:30: Close of day one

17:30 - 18:45: Networking Reception 
More information will be available soon

Agenda: Thursday 12 February 2026

08:30 - 09:00: Registration & Networking 

09:00 - 09:15: Welcome

09:15 - 09:45: Keynote 

09:45 - 11:00: Investing in universal coverage – policy, regulatory and technology choices for
underserved, rural and remote areas
• Long-term funding models to ensure resilient, equitable infrastructure

• How effective are mechanisms such as rural funds and subsidies, coverage obligations, wholesale

access schemes? What are the alternatives?

• Should regulation prioritise affordability ex ante or the sustainability of investment ex post?

• Which emerging technologies— such as LEO satellite, device-to-device communication, FWA,

community networks—are most viable for connecting the unconnected?

• What role does efficient and coordinated spectrum management play?

• What regulatory frameworks can support innovative pilot schemes?

11:00 - 11:30: Networking Break

11:30 - 12:30: Infrastructure in an AI-centric world: implications for investment, regulation,
data sovereignty, power & cooling supply and connectivity
• What are the expectations for capacity growth due to AI?

• What is the business response to the capacity challenges of AI?

• Data centres as comms infrastructure – policy and regulatory considerations

• What are the current regulatory challenges? How are companies dealing with those challenges?

Permitting challenges? Data sovereignty requirements?



• Are there ways in which governments can ease those permitting challenges?

12:30 - 13:15: Spotlight on investment in digital infrastructure corridors in the Pacific

13:15 - 14:00: Networking Lunch

14:00 - 15:15: Cybersecurity and national critical infrastructure resilience and protection 
• Updates on Horizon 2 of Australia’s cyber security strategy and the Security of Critical Infrastructure

(SOCI) Act review – priorities, vulnerabilities, implementation

• How are universal connectivity, hyperconnectivity, the expansion of mobile comms and AI increasing

the surface area to be protected and therefore the sophistication of cyberthreats?

• Data centres as critical national infrastructure

• Establishing trust – roles for vendors, enterprises and governments

• Examples of collaboration across supply chains and across borders to counter the cyberthreat

landscape

15:15 - 15:45: Networking Break

15:45 - 17:15: Crack down on phone scams, fraud and unsolicited communications: best
practice international regulatory and industry collaboration

17:15: Closing Remarks 


