
In Memory of John Gray

John Gray, who died recently, was not only an active and much
valued member of the lie, but also fascinated by the history of
broadcasting, in which he had spent his whole career. Here, as a
tribute to John I we reprint a brief extract from an article he wrote in
2003 about how history has shaped the broadcasting structures we
now have. The pictures with that article brought the narrative to life.

"I first heard a radio station in February 1924,
made my first crystal set in 1926, first time in a
radio station in 1932, made my first television
- 30 lines Baird system - in 1934 - my first
documentary film in 1936, and am still fascinated
by everything in these fields. I am fascinated
both by the making of programmes and their
content, and by the study of all modes of com-
munications.

In December 1901 Marconi succeeded in effect-
ing trans-atlantic transmission and this is usually
taken as the starting point of modern telecom-
munications. It is also the starting point for a
comparison of how the broadcasting systems of
the USA and UK developed between 1900 and
1927; hinging around the years between 1919
and 1923 when 'broadcasting' - at that time
essentially 'radio' - emerged from telecommu-
nications, and finishing at the beginning of 1927
when the British Broadcasting Corporation was
created as a public service organisation and the
forerunner of the FCC was formally established
in America.
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It was in the first decade of the twentieth century
that the fundamental differences between the Brit-
ish and European systems on the one hand, and
the American on the other, began and to a great
extent determined the nature of 'broadcasting' when
it emerged from telecommunications fifteen years
later. In Britain, and in much of Europe, a national
public service took over the telegraph and telephone
services as they were born and spread. These
became the PITs embodying to a great extent the
concept of a universal 'service'.

In the USA, whilst the physical postal operation was
a federal public service, many parcel services and,
more importantly, the telephones and telegraphs
were commercial operations. On both sides of the
Atlantic, the naval establishments were slow to be
convinced t"'at the 'wireless' was their essential
communications system of the future, but once they
were, they sought to control radio communications.
It is really from this time, the early 1900s, that the
difference between the British/ European and the
American systems of telecommunications, and in
time 'broadcasting' began."
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FORTHCOMING IIC EVENTS

ANNUAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA FORUM,
BRUSSELS
Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25 April 2007, Stanhope Hotel

TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA FORUM, ROME
Tuesday 19 and Wednesday 20 June 2007 (dates to be confirmed)

2007 INTERNATIONAL REGULATORS FORUM
London, Saturday 20 & Sunday 21 October
Open to regulators only.

2007 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Chatham House, London, Monday 22 & Tuesday 23 October
Further details will be available at www.iicom.org
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