
enquiries@iicom.org

Microsoft will set up a ‘data boundary’ in the European Union for its cloud
customers. The move allows users to store and process data within the bloc. The
boundary will be introduced in phases, beginning in January 2023. 

The US has committed to spending $55 billion in Africa over the next three years.
The announcement was made during the three-day US-Africa summit, involving 49
African leaders. $350 million will be spent on improving the digital economy.
American companies also announced significant investments, including a $1 billion
commitment from Visa to expand its digital payment reach. The summit is being
seen as a ‘catch-up’ move to demonstrate that the US can be a better partner to
African countries than either China or Russia. 

The EU ‘Declaration of Digital Rights and Principles’ has been signed by commission
president, Ursula von der Lyon and president of the European Parliament, Roberta
Metsola. The declaration consists of six chapters and aims to ‘place people at the
centre of an increasingly digital world’. Executive vice-president Margarethe Vestager
said the declaration ‘makes it crystal clear that the rights we have offline we also
have online.’

The European Commission has opened initial proceedings in an anti-trust case
against Meta. The commission claims that Facebook Marketplace has a ‘substantial
distribution advantage that competitors cannot match.’ Meta described the claims as
‘without foundation’. Recent investigations by EU regulators have resulted in fines for
a number of companies, including Google, Apple and Amazon.

Universities need to safeguard against the use of sophisticated chatbots, according
to a group of academics, education consultants and cognitive consultants. 
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The concern follows the emergence of ChatGPT, a language program created by
OpenAI that can imitate academic work and could enable students to cheat on
written assignments. The situation was compared by one academic as similar to the
issues of mobile phones in school, where the response was ‘ignoring it, rejecting it,
banning it and then trying to accommodate it’. 

China has issued guidelines for data management, designed to ‘take advantage of
the country’s vast data and promote the digital economy’. The country will ‘lower the
bar for market entities to gain access to data’ and promote its use, subject to
protecting national data security, personal information and business secrets.

The tech industry association NetChoice has sued to block California’s new Age-
Appropriate Design Code Act. The legislation, designed to come into force in 2024,
places an obligation on tech companies to design products and services with child
safety in mind. As well as features such as age-verification, companies would be
obliged to submit data protection impact assessments that would detail child safety
risks prior to the launch of any new features. NetChoice argues that the law is
potentially unconstitutional and provides too vague a definition of what’s considered
harmful.

Sources:  The Financial Times, Wired, Euronews, TechCrunch, The Guardian,
Bloomberg, Economic Times, Ars Technica, Reuters, BBC, Politico, telecom.com,
telecommpaper.


