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The Competition Commission of India has ordered Google to refrain from
agreements that mandate pre-installation of its apps and ensure exclusivity of its
search services. India’s Supreme Court has also declined Google’s request to block
the directives, which the company had argued would hurt consumers. The company
had also suggested that the regulator had copied parts of the order from a previous
EU ruling on the dominance of its Android operating system. Start-ups in the country
welcomed the news as a ‘boost for competition’. Google has announced that it will
cooperate with the authority. 

Cyber-crime gangs have reportedly suffered a 40 per cent drop in earnings from
ransomware attacks in 2022. Analysts at Chainanalysis tracked money flowing in
and out of crypto wallets known to be used by gangs, and found extortion payments
of $457 million, versus $768 million in 2021. The real figure is likely to be much
higher, but sources indicate that the drop is real, with cyber-experts suggesting that
companies are better at protecting themselves. Organisations are also better at
backing up their data, and so less likely to pay ransoms. In addition, US sanctions
against a number of Russian entities means that ransom payments can carry legal
risks. 

Ireland’s Data Protection Commission (DPC) has announced that it intends to take
legal action against the European Data Protection Board (EDPB), accusing the EU
body of overreaching its authority. The DPC claims that it came under pressure to
broaden an investigation into Meta to cover all of the company’s operations, a move
that Ireland says would be illegal. The split is highly unusual, and said to reflect a
discomfort within the EU over how Ireland is regulating the many large technology
companies headquartered in the country.
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In the long-running debate over the UK’s online safety bill, the government has
accepted in principle an amendment which includes the threat of up to two years
imprisonment for managers who fail to ensure that their platforms protect under-
18s from harmful content. The government says that the amendment would be
modelled on the Irish Online Safety and Media Regulation Act, and that while it
would provide ‘additional teeth to deliver change’, it would not affect those ‘who
have acted in good faith to comply’. 

Getty Images has launched a legal claim against Stability AI, maker of an image
generating tool. The case is seen as the latest step in the global debate around
intellectual property ownership as so-called ‘generative AI’ tools proliferate. Getty
Images accuses the company of using its images to train its AI tool without seeking a
licence. Meanwhile, Microsoft has announced a $10 billion investment in OpenAI.
The company are the creators of ChatGPT, a generative AI tool which recently passed
an examination on the Wharton Business School MBA course. 

Meta’s independent Oversight Board has ruled that the company’s nudity policy
hinders inclusivity, especially for women, trans and non-binary people. The platform
has strict rules against showing women’s bare nipples, but the board concluded that
the policy impedes freedom of expression on Facebook and Instagram, and
advised the company to change it ‘so that it is governed by clear criteria that respect
international human rights agendas’. The ruling comes after Meta removed two
Instagram posts featuring transgender people with bare chests. One possible
outcome is that Meta could ‘ban the nipple’ altogether. 

Sources:  The Financial Times, Wired, Euronews, TechCrunch, The Guardian,
Bloomberg, Economic Times, Ars Technica, Reuters, BBC, Politico, telecom.com,
telecommpaper.


