
 
 

Round-up of the latest news 
  

The EU has launched its proposals for AI regulations (Proposal for a Regulation laying down 

harmonised rules on artificial intelligence). The Commission hopes that the new rules will position 

the EU to play a leading role in the technology. Campaigners have welcomed much of the 

framework, but expressed disappointment at the breadth of possible exemptions, while technology 

bodies questioned whether the proposals would provide sufficient incentive for start-ups and 

investors.  

The French information security regulator, the ANSSI, is reported to be introducing strict rules 

governing data sovereignty. Public data will be required to be stored within French borders, using 

European providers certified by the ANSSI. ‘We are guaranteeing total independence from US 

extraterritorial laws’, said a French minister. 

Germany’s Federal Cartel Office has announced a new competition investigation into Amazon. The 

regulator will rule on whether the online marketplace had had an ‘almost unchallenged position of 

economic power’. New German laws give regulators the power prohibit anti-competitive behaviours 

at an earlier stage than previously.  

The largest oil pipeline in the US suffered a ransomware attack, resulting in widespread fuel 

shortages in south-eastern states and Washington DC. The Colonial Pipeline was shut down in order 

to prevent malware from affecting systems. It has now largely been restored following a reputed 

payment of $5 million. The hackers are thought to be Russia-based, but the US administration is not 

blaming the Russian government.  

In response President Biden has issued an executive order designed to tighten cybersecurity. Federal 

agencies will have to introduce multi-factor authentication and encrypt all data within six months.  

YouTube has launched a multi-million pound campaign to encourage young people in the UK to get 

vaccinated against Covid-19. The partnership with the National Health Service will involve ads on 

buses and billboards as well as YouTube. The company’s managing director in the UK denied that he 

was ‘acting like a journalist’.  

Spacex has announced that, as part of its satellite internet service, Starlink ground stations will 

begin to be located within Google Cloud data centres. The company says it will enable data to be 

delivered securely and with low latency. The service is expected to be available later in 2021.  

In corporate news, AT&T is spinning off its WarnerMedia division, acquired three years ago. It will be 

combined with Discovery. The deal removes $43 billion of debt from AT&T’s balance sheet, 

providing the company with more cash to invest in its wireless business. Amazon is reported to be in 

talks to buy MGM studies for $9 billion. The studio has a library of 4000 films and 17,000 hours of TV 

programming. Amazon spent $11 billion on content in the last year, compared with Netflix’s $17 

billion.  
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Sources: Techradar, the Financial Times, Twitter trusted accounts, The Guardian, Ars Technica, 

Reuters, BBC. 


