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Round-up of the latest news
November 2021
Google has lost its appeal in the antitrust ‘shopping’ case brought by the European Commission. The European General Court ruled that the company had favoured its own comparison shopping service rather than delivering the ‘better result’. The EU fined Google €2.42 billion in 2017, following a seven year investigation. The case could still be appealed to the European Court of Justice. Meanwhile, the UK Supreme Court has blocked a class-action lawsuit brought against Google over the company’s alleged use of tracking data on iPhones. 
A US federal judge has ordered Apple to comply with an injunction to open up its Apple Store to rival payment platforms, describing the company as engaging in ‘incipient antitrust conduct’. Apple says that no additional business changes should be required to take effect until all appeals in the case have been resolved.
A slowdown in the number of new streaming subscriptions in the US has been blamed on the timing of new content following the Covid-19 pandemic. Netflix, HBO Max and Disney have all reported lower numbers of new customers, regarded as key because of the higher fees paid by US subscribers in comparison to those in Asia and Latin America. One analyst described the North American market as ‘saturated’ with ‘too many services chasing too few dollars’. 
None of Malaysia’s major mobile carriers have agreed to use the government’s 5G network, due for rollout next month. The country planned a single shared network overseen by a state-owned wholesaler, DNB. Issues remain over ‘transparency and pricing issues’. Similar state-led approaches, such as in Mexico, have also struggled. 
President Biden’s $65 billion dollar broadband plan has been approved by the US Congress. Described as ‘the largest ever US investment in broadband deployment’, $42 billion will go to ISPs in subsidies for building in underserved areas, while $14 billion will go to an Affordable Connectivity Fund. 
Facebook has announced that it will no longer use its facial recognition system. The feature was designed to tag people automatically in photos in order to make sharing easier, but has been under scrutiny from regulators over privacy concerns, as well as accusations that it had a higher error rate for people who weren’t white and male. The company says it still sees a future for the technology in preventing fraud and impersonation.  
The high court in Delhi has given the Competition Commission of India two weeks to rule on a dispute between Amazon and Future, India’s second largest retailer. Amazon has successfully blocked Future's bid to sell its retail assets to rival Reliance for $3.4 billion, accusing its partner of breaching some pre-existing agreements.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At COP 26 in Glasgow, 40 World leaders agreed to work together to accelerate the uptake of green technologies by imposing worldwide standards and policies. The five sectors to be targeted first are steel, road transport, agriculture, hydrogen and electricity. The group says that the aim is to ensure that investors see green technology as ‘a good bet’. 
Sources:  The Financial Times, The Guardian, Ars Technica, Reuters, BBC, telecom.com, telecommpaper
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