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Twitter has closed its Brussels office and the two executives responsible for the
company’s digital policy in Europe have left. Some EU officials have expressed
concern over the company’s willingness to follow the bloc’s new rules, set out in the
Digital Services Act, which are designed to police online content. 

The FCC has announced the release of its new National Broadband Map. The website
will display location-level information about broadband services available
throughout the US, aiming to provide users with accurate information on availability,
price, and speed. The commission says that it is still in draft, and expects a public
challenge process to help improve it. 

The EU will allow 5G on aircraft and Wi-Fi on the road in an updated decision on
spectrum for mobile communications. Services will use designated frequencies
and be connected to ground equipment via satellite, using a ‘pico-cell’. The European
Commission expects the plan to ‘enable innovative services’. Similar plans in the US
were abandoned after objections from airlines and the military. The Commission has
also decided to make the 5GHz Wi-Fi bands available in road transport, to be
implemented by member states as soon as possible. The decision is thought to pave
the way for future metaverse applications. 

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez says that about 70 per cent of all the internet
traffic between the US and the EU will pass through Spain once investments planned
in data centres and submarine cables have been completed. 

The EU has published data showing that the performance of most social media
platforms in identifying and taking down harmful content has deteriorated. 

The research took place in the spring. Full report available here. 
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In its latest update to the long-delayed online safety bill, the UK Ministry of Justice
has announced plans to criminalise ‘deep-fake’ pornography and other abuses
related to the taking and sharing of images without consent. Requirements to define
content that is ‘legal but harmful’ have been dropped. 

The risk of ‘hybrid attacks’ on telecommunications infrastructure has prompted
France to obtain its first deep-sea drone and robot, sources say. Longstanding
concern for the security of seabed infrastructure, especially at depths of 3,000 –
6,000 metres, has dramatically increased since the suspected sabotage of the Nord
Stream gas pipeline in the Baltic in September. Currently it's thought that only the
US, Russian and Chinese militaries that operate autonomous underwater vehicles
(AUVs) and remotely operated vehicles (ROVs), though there are some run by private
companies. 

In the fifth report of the ACCC’s five-year Digital Platform Services Inquiry, the
regulator proposes that platforms should be subject to mandatory dispute
resolution processes and stronger requirements for combatting scams, harmful
apps and fake reviews. 

The full report can be found here.

Sources:  The Financial Times, Wired, TechCrunch, AP, The Guardian, Bloomberg,
Economic Times, Ars Technica , Reuters, BBC, Politico, telecom.com,
telecommpaper.
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