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The Canadian Chapter of the International Institute of Communications (IIC Canada) will 
be hosting its annual conference on October 31 and November 1, 2018 at the Shaw 
Centre, in Ottawa. This year’s conference theme is Canadian Communications Policy 
and Legislation: Time for a Review. 

The theme is linked to the Government of Canada’s announcement earlier this summer 
that it would establish a panel of experts, the Broadcasting and Telecommunications 
Legislative Review Panel (BTLRP), to make recommendations on changes to Canada’s 
broadcasting and telecommunications legislation. The members of the Panel are former 
industry and association executive, Janet Yale (Chair), broadcasting lawyer Peter 
Grant, IIC Canada chair Hank Intven, communications professors Marina Pavlović 
and Pierre Trudel, telecommunications lawyer Monica Song, and Quebec cultural 
maven Monique Simard. 

Most of the conference will be devoted to issues set out in the terms of reference for the 
Panel’s work. IIC Canada is delighted that all seven members of the Panel have agreed 
to attend this year's IIC Canada Communications Policy Conference in Ottawa. They 
will participate in a "Town Hall" session moderated by Lawson Hunter. 

Other conference sessions will include: 

• Keynote addresses by CRTC Chair, Ian Scott, Catherine Tait, new President 
and CEO, CBC/Radio-Canada, and Ericsson Networked Society Evangelist, Erik 
Kruse. 

• FCC Commissioner, Michael O’Rielly will describe the current approaches of 
the U.S. regulator. 

• Two panels of Canadian stakeholders will present a range of views on how to 
change Canada's Broadcasting and Telecommunications Acts. 

• An assessment of the Implications of the new United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA), by trade experts Colin Robertson and Sarah Goldfeder. 

• Tessa Sproule, Co-Founder and CEO, Vubble, will speak on Social Media and 
Fake News. 

• Use of Blockchain to support the Canadian audio-visual sector will be described 
by Glenn O'Farrell, CEO, Groupe Média TFO. 

• The Public Interest Advocacy Centre’s John Lawford will deal with consumer 
protection issues in the new environment. 

• Executive Director Christa Dickenson will provide an update on Telefilm 
Canada’s support initiatives. 

• A panel of experienced international regulators and observers will discuss their 
practical experience and lessons learned in trying to regulate in a global 
environment. 

• Jesse Wente, the first Director of the Indigenous Screen Office, will speak on 
changes in legislation that are needed to support and foster Indigenous screen 
culture in Canada. 



• A panel will discuss Artificial Intelligence in the communications industry and its 
implications. 

• Erwin Hudson will describe Telesat’s Low Earth Orbit satellite network, 
designed to provide broadband coverage to every part of the planet. 

The conference program is available at:  

https://www.iic-canada.ca/en/annual-conference/2018-conference-program/, and registration 

information is at: https://www.iic-canada.ca/en/annual-conference/registration/  

https://www.iic-canada.ca/en/annual-conference/2018-conference-program/
https://www.iic-canada.ca/en/annual-conference/registration/

