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UNITED STATES

NEW REGULATORY REGIME SHAPES UP 
The direction of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is 
becoming clear under its new chairman, Ajit Pai. In short, there looks 
to be a big move to deregulation, and already one major plank of the 
Obama administration has been halted before coming into force. This 
is the broadband privacy rule that would have required internet service 
providers (ISPs) to get permission from consumers before selling data 
such as website browsing. 
The US Senate voted to overturn the rules, which were part of a move 
for the FCC to assume privacy enforcement from the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) following the net neutrality order. Pai, and acting chair 
of the FTC, Maureen Ohlhausen, have said: “Some argue that internet 
service providers should be treated differently because they have access 
to more of your personal information than companies such as Google and 
Facebook. But that’s not true.” They also say the claim that ISPs should be 
treated differently because consumers face a “unique lack of choice and 
competition in the broadband marketplace” does not hold up. The upshot 
is that the FTC should again become the privacy agency for ISPs, but the 
move has come under fierce criticism from privacy campaigners.      
Other FCC rules and proposals under review include:
n The agency is studying restrictions on media ownership, with Pai 
describing a number of the rules as “quite antiquated” 
n The open internet – net neutrality – order is a big target for elimination 
by the new FCC regime, and is already being fiercely defended
n The switch away from copper networks could proceed with less 
consumer protection, with fewer regulations and obligations on the 
incumbent phone utilities
n One place where regulation is likely to stand is on aircraft – Pai has 
called the FCC’s plan to allow cellphone calls on planes “ill-conceived”.

Pai says he will establish an office of economics and data (OED) that will 
“restore the tradition of staff economists spending time thinking about 
the future and publishing in the present influential white papers that keep 
us from being stuck in the past”. A detailed talk on this is at bit.ly/2oAIDts

BROADBAND

SWEDEN GOES FOR 1 GBPS
Sweden is to become ‘completely connected’ by 2025, 
according to the government’s latest broadband 
strategy. It has set the objective of 98% of the 
population in homes and workplaces having access to 
a minimum 1 Gbps speed by 2025, with the remaining 
2% at least having 100 or 30 Mbps. The strategy is in 
the hands of housing and digitisation minister, Peter 
Eriksson, which demonstrates the importance of 
working across sectors. The Swedish Post and Telecom 
Authority will play a central role, including consulting 
with the National Board of Housing, Building and 
Planning, the Land Survey, and the Swedish 
Association of Local Authorities and Regions.  
See the articles on Canada, and on housing and fibre 
broadband, in this issue. 

DATA-DRIVEN REGULATION

MOBILE COVERAGE MAPS
Starting this summer, Arcep, the French regulator, will 
require mobile operators to publish coverage maps 
that distinguish those areas with very good coverage, 
good coverage, limited coverage and no coverage 
for mobile calling and SMS texts. With these maps, 
Arcep hopes to spur operators to further improve 
their mobile coverage. A pilot project in Nouvelle-
Aquitaine has already been launched to test the 
system, and monreseaumobile.fr, a mapping tool for 
displaying these new maps, is also available.   
See bit.ly/2o8kS8S

COUNTERFEIT DEVICES

HUGE FAKE TRADE 
Nearly one in five mobile phones and one in four 
video game consoles shipped internationally is 
fake, as a growing trade in counterfeit IT and 
communications hardware weighs on consumers, 
manufacturers and public finances, according to a 
OECD report. ‘Trade in counterfeit ICT goods’ finds 
that smartphone batteries, chargers, memory 
cards, magnetic stripe cards, solid state drives and 
music players are also increasingly falling prey to 
counterfeiters. On average, 6.5% of global trade in 
ICT goods is in counterfeit products, according to 
analysis of 2013 customs data. That is well above 
the 2.5% of overall traded goods found to be fake 
in a 2016 report. China is the primary source of 
fake ICT goods, and US manufacturers are most hit 
by lost revenue and erosion of brand value. 
l Check Point, a security firm, has detected 
malware in 36 Android devices from two makers, 
showing that malicious code was present on the 
devices even before they were issued to users.

Gang of three: as of mid-April 2017, the FCC was operating with only three commissioners. Pictured  
are the new chairman Ajit Pai flanked by Mignon Clyburn and Michael O’Rielly. In the partisan world  
of US federal agencies, the sole Democrat, Clyburn, can be outvoted by her Republican colleagues.  
Pai was appointed as a commissioner by Barack Obama in 2012. Among his views: “Given how rapidly 
the communications sector is changing, the FCC should do everything it can to ensure that its rules 
reflect the realities of the current marketplace and basic principles of economics.” 
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A number of new reports on 5G have 
been released, indicating an uptick in 
the need for strategies for mobile 
technology. Among the reports:
n The Centre on Regulation in Europe 
(CERRE), in ‘Towards the successful 
deployment of 5G in Europe: What are 
the necessary policy and regulatory 
conditions?’, describes two extreme 
images of possible futures of 5G: 
‘evolution’ and ‘revolution’. It details 
the policy and regulatory framework 
that would be required to enable each 
of these images. See bit.ly/2oKkIIi
n The UK government has published 
‘Next generation mobile technologies: 
a 5G strategy for the UK’, which 
includes a section on ‘fit for purpose’ 
regulation, noting that: “...we will set 
out by the end of 2017 whether the 
government believes further changes 
are needed to the planning and 
regulatory system to meet the unique 
challenges of 5G infrastructure 
deployment.” See bit.ly/2mY6Iuo

n French regulator, Arcep, has 
produced ‘5G: issues and challenges’, a 
mainly technical report on the views 
of stakeholders, noting: “5G will thus 
be not so much a universal technology 
as a polymorphous, or multifaceted 
technology, capable of adapting to 
any use, up to and including the most 
demanding ones.” Download at 
bit.ly/2ocEz2A
n On 5G spectrum, Hong Kong’s 
Communications Authority plans to 
open up the 26 GHz and 28 GHz bands 
in 2019, and the 3.4 GHz to 3.7 GHz 
bands in 2020. The Swedish Post and 
Telecom Authority is to make available 
100 to 200 MHz of spectrum in the 3.4 
GHz to 3.6 GHz bands and up to 1,000 
MHz in the 26 GHz band for 5G tests; 
the UK’s Ofcom too is promoting  
26 GHz, also known as the ‘pioneer’ 
band for 5G in Europe. In the US, the 
FCC is reviewing the legal framework 
for infrastructure deployment to 
identify regulatory barriers to 5G. 

MOBILE

UK CONSULTS ON  
MOBILE REPEATERS 

UK regulator, Ofcom, is consulting 
on proposals to allow consumers to 
operate two categories of mobile 
phone repeaters on a licence-
exempt basis:
l Static mobile phone repeaters 
intended for indoor use
l Low gain mobile phone repeaters 
intended for in-car use. 
The use of consumer installed 
repeaters is unlawful at present, 
but Ofcom recognises that some 
homes have difficulty with mobile 
signals, as do vehicles. In 2016, 
the regulator set out equipment 
parameters that could be licence-
exempt, and the consultation now 
has proposals for static mobile 
phone repeaters. 
Ofcom is not prescribing the mobile 
technologies that can be used  
(e.g. 3G, 4G). See bit.ly/2onoNSz

EVENTS
17-19 May, Edinburgh 
European Platform of Regulatory 
Authorities
23 May, Miami 
IIC Regional Regulators Forum
24-25 May, Miami 
IIC Telecommunications and 
Media Forum (TMF)
8-9 September, Arlington, US 
TPRC45
9-12 October, Brussels 
IIC Communications Policy and 
Regulation Week
December (tbc), Washington 
IIC Telecommunications and 
Media Forum (TMF)

 

SMP CONSULTATION  
The European Commission is 
consulting on a review of its 
significant market power (SMP) 
guidelines, which date from 2002. 
The goal is to update the guidelines 
in time for the implementation of 
the new electronic communications 
code and it will take into account 
changes in telecoms markets and 
developments in regulatory and 
competition law.

COMPETITION AWARD  
The Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC) has 
received an award from the World 
Bank and International Competition 
Network (ICN) for its role in elevating 
competition policy to the national 
economic agenda. Meanwhile,  
the ACCC is running a new 
broadband performance monitoring 
programme to provide consumers 
with accurate information about 
broadband speeds.

ITU’S AI SUMMIT 
The ITU is holding a meeting on 
artificial intelligence, ‘AI for Good’,  
in Geneva, 7-9 June. The event  
will offer “tangible guidance on  
the tenets of responsible AI 
development, from the perspectives 
of technology, ethics, 
standardisation and policy”.

EBU – NEW CHAIR
Olav Nyhus, legal director of 
Norway’s public broadcaster, NRK, 
has been elected as chairman of the 
European Broadcasting Union’s legal 
and public assembly. 

MOBILE NETWORKS

STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS FOR 5G  

INTERNET

MEDIA LITERACY 
MAPPED IN EUROPE
The European Audiovisual Observatory, 
part of the Council of Europe in 
Strasbourg, has published a study on 
media literacy, said to be the first major 
mapping exercise to survey the field in 
Europe, covering 547 projects involving 
939 stakeholders across the EU. Of these 
projects, developing ‘critical thinking’ 
is the most common theme,  followed 
by ‘media use’ to improve the ability to 
navigate and use media content and 
services. Civil society plays an active role 
in the projects, and many stakeholders 
have no formal responsibility or duty 
to act in this field. The study does not 
include school-based projects (as other 
studies exist), but the authors found that 
teens and older students are the main 
target for media literacy projects. The 
observatory is running a conference on 
media literacy on 8 June in Warsaw.  
See bit.ly/2nOLpMv
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