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Doreen Bogdan-Martin, a former US Commerce Department expert on
telecommunications, has been elected Secretary-General of the International
Telecommunications Union (ITU), the body responsible for global standards and
interoperability on the internet. Bogdan-Martin’s main competitor for the role was
Rashid Ismailov from Russia. The result was seen as a victory for the ‘open internet’
as Ismailov promised the rejection of ‘American Dominance’. But in the end he
garnered only 25 votes of the 172 member states present, while 139 voted for
Bogdan-Martin. She will be the first woman to lead the UN specialized agency in its
157-year history.
An Executive Order to implement the agreement on a new EU-US Data Privacy
Framework has been signed by President Biden. This is the third attempt at
establishing a set of principles to govern transfers of personal data from the EU to
the US after both the Safe Harbor and Privacy Shield mechanisms were invalidated,
following legal challenges brought by Austrian privacy activist Max Schrems. The
order places limitations on surveillance by US agencies and creates a redress
mechanism for individuals to resolve complaints regarding access to their data by US
national security authorities. The European Commission said that the new
safeguards ‘provide a durable and reliable basis for transatlantic data flows’, and an
adequacy decision under GDPR is expected within six months.
UK regulator Ofcom is set to launch a ‘market study’ into competition in the UK’s £15
billion cloud computing market. The regulator will work with the Competition and
Markets Authority to look at both the strength of competition and barriers to entry.
Three providers – Amazon Web Services, Microsoft and Google – earn 81 per cent of
the revenues in the UK’s public cloud infrastructure, according to Ofcom.
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SpaceX has asked the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to allow it to
access the 1.6 / 2.4 GHz spectrum used for iPhone 14’s satellite connectivity. The
company says it is necessary in creating a competitive market, and for providing an
array of services for the US consumer. Globalstar, the company behind the iPhone’s
satellite connectivity, says the move would result in interference, and urged the FCC
to reject the application. SpaceX is believed to want the spectrum to use in its own
mobile version of the Starlink internet service.
The European Parliament has adopted rules for a common charger for most
electronic devices from 2024. Items such as smartphones, tablets, keyboards, digital
cameras and headsets will all need to be chargeable via a USB-C port, with laptops to
follow in 2026. Advocates say the new law will save thousands of tons of electronic
waste, but manufacturers have argued that standardisation will reduce
innovation. Margarethe Vestager, European Commissioner for competition, said
that the commission would monitor the evolution of charging technologies and
extend the scope of the law where necessary.
The Body of European Regulators for Electronic Communications (BEREC), a group of
European telecom regulatory bodies, has announced that it does not support the
idea of big technology firms contributing to the cost of telecommunications
infrastructure. The European Commission is currently seeking opinions on whether
internet platforms should contribute to the funding of new networks given that they
are heavy users of them. BEREC said the decision followed preliminary findings from
its own research into the issue.
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