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The European Commission has said that it would seek feedback from the technology
and telecoms industry in the coming months over the issue of whether technology
companies should contribute to network costs. European telecoms operators
have long argued that service providers should contribute to the funding of
networks.
The UK’s Online Harms bill will be amended to ensure it does not harm freedom of
expression. The government has indicated that, while the elements relating to
children will not be changed, restrictions around ‘legal but harmful speech’ will be
revised. The changes raise issues of age verification for online platforms.
The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) in the US has requested more data from
Amazon over its acquisition of iRobot, the robotics company behind Roomba.
Reports suggest that the FTC is increasingly concerned about Amazon’s market
power, and has intervened after a number of privacy groups raised worries about
Roomba and other consumer robotics products ability to gather additional data
for Amazon to the disadvantage of competitors. Amazon and iRobot have indicated
that they will co-operate with what is expected to be a ‘lengthy and arduous’
investigation.
Social media site TikTok has tightened its policies on political use in the run-up to
the US mid-term elections. The move comes as features such as gifting and
eCommerce have increasingly been adopted by politicians on the platform. Political
advertising is already banned, along with ‘harmful misinformation’.
The Indian government is pushing technology companies to make their products
compatible with its home-developed navigation system, NavIC (Navigation with
Indian Constellation). The government claims the system is more accurate
domestically, and will benefit the economy, but take-up has so far been low.
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The FCC has rejected a grant application of $885 million from Starlink after funding
had been provisionally agreed under previous chairman, The commission cited data
that showed Starlink would be unlikely to reach the required download speed of
100 Mbps, along with ‘recognized capacity constraints’.
Starlink is getting slower as usage increases, according to speed test data. Median
download speeds in the US have dropped from 90.6 Mbps to 62.5 Mbps in the first
quarter of 2022, with latency also increasing.
According to Speedtest Intelligence, media download speeds fell in every country
where the satellite system operates, while saying that performance overall was still
good. The company says that performance will improve with the launch of new
satellites.
(Sources: The Financial Times, TechCrunch, The Guardian, Bloomberg, Economic Times,
Ars Technica , Reuters, BBC, telecom.com, telecommpaper, WSJ.)
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